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the entrance announced that the                 had been discovered.

It is not easy now to describe the emotions which filled the hearts
of those who looked on that thrilling scene of noble men going
to duty which their honor required them to face in an unarmed
and defenseless vessel. Nor would it be easy to picture in words
the sleepless impatience, that continued until the dawn of day
after the firing had ceased, to know the result of this intrepid
attempt of that noble band of gallant fellows.

Memory was searched for examples with which to find its
parallel in history. Thermopylae with her one messenger to tell
the calamity; the Alamo with no survivors; the famed charge of
the Six Hundred in the Crimea; the intrepid dash of Decatur
at Tripoli; the daring of Gushing in sinking the Albemarle, were
all passed in mental review only to place Hobson and Ms brave
fellows, whatever their fate, among the galaxy of great names
of other days.

Daylight came at last to many eyes peering and straining
through glasses only to realize that the Merrimac was sunk. Her
funnel was seen above the waters, well up in the entrance, ap-
parently on the right side of the channel looking in from sea-
ward ; but what the fate of those gallant fellows had been was
unknown. This was only to be revealed later in the afternoon
when the knightly Cervera sent out a flag of truce with the
information that they were safe, accompanied by expressions of
admiration of this daring attempt of his foes.

In the light of subsequent events, it is a matter of congratu-
lation that this hold attempt to block the passage was abortive.
If the attempt had been successful in closing the harbor against
ingress or egress, the problem of its ulterior effect upon the navy
is full of speculation.

Commander J. M. Miller had been forced, reluctantly, to sur-
render his command of the Merrimac. Here was the oppor-
tunity of a lifetime for distinction, and its loss can well be sym-
pathized with by his professional associates. He was a skilful,
intelligent and gallant officer, and it is possible that, under his
guidance and expert familiarity in handling vessels, a success
might have been scored. But it was not to be, and in it all there
was a Power above that shaped events to the end that came in
this attempt.s due entirely to the factade no dif-that were hardly within
